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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To correct the gradation of a digital image automatically by 
emphasizing the contrast of the lightness and saturation without 
unbalancing color balance. 

CONSTITUTION: An image data conversion means 20 converts 
received image data into L*C*H* signals expressed in a uniform color 
space, a histogram generating means 21 generates a histogram as to 
the lightness (L*) based on conversion data and a threshold level 
decision means 22 decides a threshold level of a highlight and a 
shadow based on the histogram, a 1st correction means 23 corrects 
the dynamic range of the lightness based on the threshold level of the 
shadow and highlight and a 2nd correction means 24 corrects the 
saturation (C*) corresponding to the correction of the lightness by the 
1st correction means 23. Then the gradation is corrected by keeping 
color hue balance by making the hue (H*) constant in each correction. 
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